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possible, throwing up showers of the little shells with their
fins as they ran so that from their great weight and the
velocity of their motion it became exceedingly difficult to
stop their progress by turning them upon their backs. As
near as I could form a guess not above one in twenty was
thus secured, the rest making good their retreat. Upon
counting we found thirty two turned, of which each ship
had sixteen, weighing from four hundred weight to five
hundred and fifty pounds each turtle. A letter was then
written mentioning the ships' names, date, and number of
turtle caught, which being deposited in the bottle, wq
all reimbarked, reached our respective ships soon after
midnight, and before one were under way, pursuing our
course towards England.

After leaving the Island of Ascension nothing worth
recording happened until the llth of April, when we
sounded, expecting to find the British bottom, but were
disappointed. A fresh south west wind was then blowing,
which at one in the afternoon suddenly shifted to North
and by East, attended with sleet and snow. By three
it increased to a hard gale. The weather having been
dark and gloomy, we had not seen the sun the four pre-
ceding days so as to get an observation, but by the dead
reckoning we were in the latitude of Ushant, and of course
had not the Channel sufficiently open to stand in with
so strong a wind. We therefore lay to under a balanced
mizen. The Hampshire, upon seeing this, came as close
to us as she dare venture in such a high sea, and Captain
Smith hailed, but the wind roared so loud all his attempts
to make us hear what he said were ineffectual, and soon
after, to the great surprize of our navigators, we saw the
Hampshire set her main and fore top sails close reefed,
with a reefed fore sail, and under that sail close hauled
stand in for the Channel, an example Captain Waddell did
not think it prudent to follow. We afterwards heard that
although they succeeded, and thereby avoided a week of
extreme bad weather, they had done so at an immense and
unjustifiable risk. The object of Captain Smith when